oy

Approved For Release 2001/08/24 : CIA-RDP59-00224A000100050033-4
C

0
PY DEPAKRTMINT OF THE NAVY

. . vashonet D. Coqm-
NAVY Declassification/Release Instrii¢tions on File
July 23, 1953

Honorable Joseph M. Dodze
Dirsctor, Burezu of the Budget
Washington 25, D. C.

My dear Mr. Dodge:

Your request for comment on the Department of Justice -Toposed
legislation "To require theé registration of certain —ersons whe have
knowledge of or have received instruction or assignment in the espicnsze,
counterespionage, or sabotage service or tactics of & foreign government
or toereign political party, and for other purpeses," has been sscigned to
this Department by the Secretary of Defense for the jreparatios of & re-
port thereon expressing the views of the Department ¢f Defensei

The purpose ot this proposed legislation is stated im its titls.
The Department of Defense concurs in the objective of the propssed legis—
letion, but considers it would be better accomplished by =mendssnt of
existing law rather than by new legislation. This could be aceomplisked
by expanding section 2(a) of the Foreign Agents Regittration Aet of 1038,
as amended, (c. 327, 52 Stat. 632, 22 USC 612(a) ), to recuire the regis-
tration of any person who, by definition, is an "agent of a forzign
‘principal®.

Under the Forcign Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended by
the Internal Security Act of 1950 (c. 1024, 64 Stat. 1005, <2 UsC €11 (e)
(5)), the phrase "agent of & foreign principal® is defined to iiclude
any person who has knowledgze of or trzining in foreign espioneg: or san-
otage systems. Foreign diplomatic and military sttache personn:l serving
in the U.S. may reasonably be exoected to have such knowledge b1t are
presently exempt from registration by section 3 of the 1938 act, supra
(22 USC 613). The proposed legislation would not exemat such porsonnel
or representatives of friendly foreign intelligence snd securiti; orzan-
izations who may visit this country for the purpose of officialiv con-
ferring with appropriate U.£. intelli:ence and internal security sersonnal.
It would be unreslistic and ilmpolitic to require registration o' such
ofticial foreign nztionzls, and their exemption should not depend ugon
a written determination in e:xch case by the Attornsy Goeneral or ihe
Director of lentrzi Intelligence that such registration is not necessary.
Furthermore, if the U.S. attempts to impose registration on all sueh
foreign nationals who hzve knowledge of their nationsl espionzgr syste-s,
it is believed that only pvartial compliance would result and re:sentirent
would invite reciorocal restrictions on U.S. personnel serving tbroad.
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Vihether it is determined to accomplish the object vz oy submit-
ting the proposed legislation to the Congress or by amending: existing
lzw, it is recommnenced that the eemptions set forth in sec.ion 3 of
the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1933, as amended (c. 377, 5¢
Stat. 632; 22 USC 613), be preserved in addition to the exenptions
conteined in section 4,of the proposed draft. It is also recomnended
that a further exemption be added reading substantiselly as Jollo7s:

"who is an officially acknowledged and sponsored
regsresentative of a foreign government or securi—.y
agency and is in the U. 3. on an officizl mission
for the purpose of conferring or otherwige co-
operating with U. S. intelligence or security
personnel.t

Furthermore, whether the objective is accomplisheti by nesw legie-
lation or amendment of existing laws, the statutory provisitn for iublic
knowledge of foreign espionsge or sebotage systems would ap ear Ho be
undesirable inzsmuch as the only legitimate use for-this inormalicn wciuldd
be within the Government. If any examination or ingpection of there
records is affcrded it should be specifically controlled by rsgulsiions.

Subject to the foregoing, the Department of the Nevy, on behsif
of the Department of Def:nse, interpcges no objection to sul jeet oropoced

legislation.

This report Las been coordinated within the Depariment of [eivnse
in zccordance with procedures prescribed by the Secrastary oi Deferse.

Tor the Secretury of the Navy.

Eincerely yours,

SGD., IRA H. NUNE
Rear Admirasl USHN
Judge Advocate Genetrsl ol the uevy
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